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THIS  Sermon  was  written  without  any  idea  of  publication,  and  was 
sent  to  the  press  the  day  after  it  was  preached,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  preacher,  who  composed  it  hastily,  under  the  following  circum- 
stances : — 

On  his  return  home  upon  the  Friday  previous,  after  a  short  absence) 
he  found  that  the  cholera  had,  for  the  first  time,  made  its  appearance 
in  the  town,  and  that  this  visitation  had,  as  in  some  other  places,  excited 
two  very  opposite  and  objectionable  states  of  mind.  Many  were  unduly 
apprehensive  and  cast  down,  while  some  treated  the  subject  with  [too 
much  indifference,  and  a  few  even  made  unfounded  reflections  upon 
the  disinterested  efforts  of  the  clergy  and  medical  gentlemen,  who, 
with  other  respectable  inhabitants,  endeavoured  to  promote  measures 
which  appeared,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  likely  to  relieve  the  sufferers 
from  disease,  and  to  check  its  progress. 

This  brief  notice  may  explain  why  some  of  the  hearers  wished  that 
others  might  also  have  the  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
sentiments  and  statements  thus  delivered  from  the  pulpit. — ED. 


SERMON. 


NAHUM  i.  7. 

The  Lord  is  good,  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  He  knoweth 
them  that  trust  in  Him. 

THE  most  inviting  and  encouraging  representations  of  the 
Godhead,  are  generally  to  be  found  mingled  with  the  most 
fearful  and  terrific  displays  of  his  power  and  vengeance. 
It  was  amidst  the  awful  scenes  of  Sinai,  that  Moses  saw  the 
mercy,  and  grace,  and  long-suffering  of  Jehovah.  The 
cheering  words  of  my  text,  as  it  were,  interrupt  the  terrors 
of  the  fiercest  denunciations  pronounced  upon  Nineveh. 
There  are  few  passages  of  scripture  more  sublimely  descrip- 
tive of  the  glorious  majesty  of  an  angry  God,  than  that  in 
which  the  text  occurs.  This  short  sentence  is  like  a  bright 
beam  of  sunshine  bursting  through  the  clouds  of  a  tempest- 
uous sky.  It  reminds  us,  that  while  "  the  Lord  revengeth  and 
is  furious,"  while  "  he  taketh  vengeance  on  his  adversaries, 
and  reserveth  wrath  for  his  enemies,"  "  pouring  out  his  fury 
like  fire  till  the  mountains  quake  and  the  hills  melt,  and  the 
earth  is  burned  at  his  presence,"  to  his  own  believing  people 
"he  is  good,  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble,"  and  favour- 
ably regards  and  acknowledges  those  that  are  trusting  in  his 
word. 

From  this,  my  brethren,  it  is  evident,  that  circumstances 
which  cause  the  ungodly  and  the  impenitent  to  meditate 
terror,  are  calculated  to  strengthen  the  faith,  and  animate 
the  hope,  and  cheer  the  hearts  of  true  believers.  They  have 
been  taught  to  confide  in  God  as  a  reconciled  Father  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  to  believe  that  all  things  shall  work 
together  for  their  good.  And  if  in  a  moment  of  sudden 
alarm  they  lose  the  peaceful  serenity,  in  which  their  minds 
are  for  the  most  part  stayed  by  trusting  in  the  Saviour, 
their  souls  speedily  return  to  their  resting-place,  and  say, 
"  I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid — I  will  fear  no  evil,  for 
thou  art  with  me — I  rely  upon  the  goodness  of  the  Lord — 
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I  hope  in  his  mercy — I  flee  to  liim  for  safety,  and  he 
knoweth  that  I  put  my  trust  in  him." 

It  is  my  object,  this  morning,  beloved  brethren,  to  encou- 
rage you  to  exercise  this  confidence  in  God.  Your  circum- 
stances call  for  it,  and  his  character  warrants  it.  This  is 
a  day  of  trouble,  and  the  Lord  is  a  strong  hold  and  a  very 
present  help  in  time  of  trouble.  Learn,  then,  to  confide 
in  him,  and  you  will  know  how  true  is  that  testimony  of 
inspiration,  Blessed  are  all  they  that  trust  in  him. 

Let  us,  then,  in  humble  dependence  upon  the  teaching  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  consider — 

I.  What  the  Lord  is  in  his  own  nature. 

II.  What  he  becomes  in  the  time  of  trouble. 

III.  To  whom,  and  how  he  becomes  so. 

I.  In  the  First  place,  the  text  declares  the  Lord  to  be  in 
himself  essentially  good.  And  here  be  it  observed,  he  is 
not  the  less  really  and  truly  good,  when  "jealous  and  taking 
vengeance,"  than  when  "  gracious  and  full  of  compassion." 
Goodness  is  his  own  nature.  The  fearful  majesty  of  the 
Godhead  interferes  not  with  his  essential  excellency,  but 
rather  tends  to  display  and  exalt  it.  Unbelievers  have 
called  this  truth  in  question.  They  have  said,  If  God  be 
good  to  all,  if  his  benevolence  and  beneficence  be  infinite, 
how  is  it  that  we  see  so  much  misery  in  the  world  ?  How 
is  it  that  the  devastating  storm  destroys  the  face  of  nature  ? 
that  gaunt  famine  sends  its  pining  victims  to  the  grave  ? 
that  the  pestilence,  walking  in  darkness,  hurries  its  helpless 
prey  into  the  jaws  of  death?  We  might  answer  such 
inquiries  by  simply  saying,  The  clouds  and  darkness  which 
surround  his  throne  interfere  not  with  the  mercy  and  judg- 
ment which  are  the  habitation  of  his  seat.  But  we  have 
another  answer.  God  is  good,  but  man  is  corrupt,  'sinful, 
depraved,  and  has  rendered  himself  incapable  of  estimating 
God's  goodness  aright — incapable  of  experiencing  it. 

When  the  Divine  Creator  called  this  UNIVERSE  into 
being,  he  contemplated  his  new  creation  with  delight,  and 
pronounced  it  to  be,  in  every  particular,  very  good;  and  then 
all  nature  saw,  and  felt,  and  owned  the  goodness  of  God. 
But  when  Adam  sinned,  the  good  was  perverted  to  evil,  and 
it  became  essentially  necessary  to  the  moral  government  of 
the  Universe,  that  sorrow,  and  suffering,  and  death,  should 
prevail  over  this  fallen  world.  The  Divine  nature  remained 
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unchanged — Jehovah  changeth  not — but  man  was  changed. 
He  became  a  sinner,  and  misery,  and  woe,  and  destruction, 
are  the  consequences  of  sin.  Once  get  rid  of  sin,  and  there  is 
no  longer  any  obstacle  to  the  full  exercise  of  the  Divine 
goodness  towards  man.  Hence  they,  whose  sins  are  forgiven, 
can  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good.  Where  the  cause  of 
misery  is  removed,  its  effects,  in  a  great  measure,  cease  to  be 
felt.  The  goodness  of  God  to  his  people  is  no  longer  checked 
by  the  prevalence  of  unpardoned  guilt,  and  therefore  finds  free 
scope  for  its  exercise ;  as  the  latter  part  of  our  subject  will 
more  particularly  manifest.  The  goodness  of  God  endureth 
yet  daily,  and  the  suspension  of  its  exhibition  towards  the 
world  at  large,  in  the  same  degree  and  manner  as  it  is  ex- 
perienced by  the  Church,  arises  from  the  obstacle  which  the 
world  throws  in  the  way  of  its  exercise.  And  not  unfre- 
quently  the  same  event  coming  alike  to  all,  proves,  through 
the  different  condition  of  those  to  whom  it  comes,  in  the  one 
case  to  be  good,  in  the  other  to  be  evil.  All  the  paths  of 
the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth  to  his  people,  but  to  the  un- 
godly, perhaps,  the  same  paths  are  punishment  and  death. 
Behold  the  righteous  in  affliction;  he  hails  his  trials  as 
tokens  of  Divine  love,  and  at  once  derives  benefit  from 
them,  and  finds  comfort  and  even  joy  in  the  midst  of  them. 
Thus  St.  Paul  gloried  in  tribulations,  and  took  pleasure  in 
infirmities.  See  the  wicked  in  like  circumstances.  He 
kicks  against  the  pricks,  he  repines  or  rebels;  he  cries,  "  My 
punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear." 

Believer!  you  can  understand  that  the  Lord  is  good, 
whether  he  gives  or  takes  away,  whether  he  afflicts  or  loads 
with  benefits.  You  see  his  goodness  in  sickness,  as  well  as 
in  health,  in  death  no  less  than  in  life.  You  can  testify 
"  he  hath  done,  he  doeth  all  things  well ;  not  my  will  but 
his  be  done."  I  dare  not  choose  for  myself.  He  knows 
what  is  best,  and  I  leave  myself  in  his  hands.  A  heart 
which  dictates  to  the  lips  language  like  this,  will  never 
want  for  occasion  to  celebrate  the  goodness  of  the  Lord. 
His  works  of  creation  all  have  a  charm  in  such  eyes.  The 
dealings  of  his  Providence  lead  to  the  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment, "  Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness ;"  but 
in  this  appears  the  great  manifestation,  how  good  the  Lord 
is — that  he  gave  his  own  beloved  Son  to  die  for  our  sins, 
that  he  sent  him  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through 
him.  Beloved  brethren,  we  never  see  more  clearly  the 
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goodness  of  the  Lord,  than  when  gathering  round  his  table 
we  commemorate  his  dying  love.*  But  the  text  calls  our 
attention  more  particularly  to  the  season  at  which  the  be- 
liever becomes  peculiarly  alive  to  the  Divine  goodness,  and 
our  present  circumstances  naturally  urge  this  point  upon 
our  notice. 

II.  I  proceed  therefore  to  consider,  secondly,  what  the 
Lord  is  to  his  people  in  the  day  of  trouble.  He  is  then  a 
strong  hold  to  them,  or  strength  itself.  A  time  of  trouble 
is  inevitable  to  man  in  his  present  state ;  he  is  born  to  it  as 
a  sinner,  he  cannot  escape  it.  The  way  in  which  trouble 
comes  is  greatly  varied,  and  the  degrees  of  affliction  or  trial 
which  different  individuals  may  be  called  to  endure,  are  no 
less  varied  ;  but  trouble  must  come,  and  it  is  well  to  stand 
prepared  for  it.  It  is  well  to  meet  it  with  a  prepared  mind. 
Men  may  attempt  to  hide  this  truth  from  themselves  or 
from  others.  They  may,  like  the  ostrich,  bury  their  heads 
in  concealment,  and  fancy  that  because  they  see  nothing, 
they  themselves  are  unobserved ;  but  this  is  folly,  over  which 
the  angels  in  heaven  are  ready  to  weep,  while  the  great  Je- 
hovah frowns  in  his  wrath  at  such  paltry  efforts  to  deceive. 
Brethren,  God  is  not  mocked.  The  smiling  countenance 
may  hide  the  aching  heart  from  human  eyes.  The  false 
statement  may  deceive  the  public  ear,  but  God  is  not  so  de- 
ceived, and  oftentimes  in  his  displeasure  he  rebukes  those 
who  practise  such  deceits. 

In  the  world  the  Christian  must  have  tribulation,  and  the 
man  who  would  escape  it  must  renounce  his  Christian  pri- 
vileges. Individual  trials,  family  cares,  domestic  afflictions, 
public  troubles,  one  or  all  of  these  must  be  looked  for,  and 
beyond  them  all,  spiritual  troubles.  The  affliction  of  the 
soul,  the  sorrow  of  the  inward  man,  this  must  be  borne.  To 
be  without  it,  and  never  to  have  experienced  it,  is  to  be 
without  the  evidence  of  being  a  child  of  God.  The  question, 
then,  that  deeply  interests  the  believer  is,  not,  How  may  I 
avoid  the  day  of  trouble,  but,  Whither  shall  I  go  for  support 
and  comfort  in  such  a  season  ?  The  Lord  is  good,  a  strong 
hold  in  the  day  of  trouble.  Do  temporal  evils  assail  ?  are 
we  in  tribulation  from  outward  circumstances?  dreading 
some  dire  calamities,  or  surrounded  by  fearful  dangers? 
Our  only  safety  is  in  looking  to  the  Lord.  He  can  avert 

*  On  this  day  the  Lord's  supper  was  administered  in  regular  course. 
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any  evil.  He  can  preserve  amidst  most  imminent  danger. 
Hear  the  testimony  of  David,  "  Because  thou  hast  made 
the  Lord,  which  is  my  refuge,  even  the  Most  High,  thy  ha- 
bitation, there  shall  no  evil  befall  thee,  neither  shall  any 
plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling.  He  shall  give  his  angels 
charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways.  Thou  shalt 
not  be  afraid  of  the  terror  by  night,  nor  for  the  arrow  that 
flieth  by  day,  nor  for  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  dark- 
ness, nor  for  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon-day.  And 
wherefore — because  the  Lord  is  thy  refuge,  thy  strong  hold 
to  which  thou  mayest  continually  resort." 

Oftentimes  it  is  anxiety  for  the  soul  which  gives  to 
outward  trouble  its  peculiar  pain  and  bitterness.  What  is 
it  that  makes  the  bed  of  sickness  so  dreaded  by  some,  and 
the  stroke  of  death  so  awful  to  all?  It  is  the  eternity  that 
lies  beyond  the  grave,  or  it  is  the  thought  that  trouble  is 
chastisement  for  iniquity,  the  rebukes  of  sin,  and  perhaps 
sin  unforgiven  !  Beloved  brethren,  could  we,  each  one  of 
us,  walk  abroad  in  the  full  consciousness  of  being  pardoned, 
accepted,  and  everlastingly  saved;  could  we  all  read  our 
names  written  in  the  book  of  life,  and  apply  to  our  own  in- 
dividual cases  the  precious  declarations  of  the  Saviour,  "  In 
my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions.  I  go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  you.  Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee,  go  in  peace. 
Whenever  thou  departest  hence  thou  shalt  forthwith  be 
with  me  in  Paradise."  If  we  could  apply  these  gracious 
words  to  ourselves,  should  we  not  feel  peaceful,  serene, 
happy,  under  all  circumstances  ?  should  we  not  be  disposed 
amidst  trials  and  dangers  to  say,  None  of  these  things 
move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself.  My 
body  may  perish,  but  my  soul  shall  never  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life.  I  have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  hope  set 
before  me.  I  have  repaired  to  the  strong  hold  as  a  pri- 
soner of  hope,  knowing  that  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  a 
strong  tower,  and  the  righteous  who  runneth  into  it  is  safe. 
As  a  sinner  1  have  gone  to  the  Saviour,  and  my  guilty,  bur- 
dened conscience  has  found  pardon,  and  peace,  and  salva- 
tion. I  fear  no  evil.  I  can  serve  my  God  with  a  quiet 
mind,  and  submit  to  his  will  with  a  patient  spirit,  and 
await  his  promises  with  assured  expectation.  Beloved 
brethren,  if  this  be  not  the  language  of  our  hearts,  it  is 
because  we  have  not  realized  what  God  in  Christ  is  to  all 
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his  true  and  faithful  people,  we  have  not  called  upon  him 
in  the  time  of  trouble,  and  made  him  our  confidence  and 
our  stay. 

Men  are  oftentimes  very  slow  in  looking  to  the  Lord, 
they  are  looking  elsewhere,  just  as  Israel  of  old  sought  help 
from  Egypt  and  from  Assyria,  instead  of  crying  to  the  Lord ; 
but  let  it  not  be  thus  with  us.  Let  us  lift  up  our  eyes  unto 
the  hills,  from  whence  cometh  our  help.  Have  we  sinned  ? 
the  blood  of  Christ  will  cleanse  us  from  all  sin.  Are  we 
weak  ?  the  grace  of  Christ  will  strengthen  us.  Are  we 
afflicted?  the  consolations  of  the  Spirit  will  cheer  us.  Are 
we  alarmed  ?  the  presence  of  Christ  will  assure  and  com- 
pose us.  Only  fly  to  the  Saviour,  and  no  evil  can  befall  you. 
The  Lord  knows  all  your  anxieties  and  cares ;  your  troubles 
come  not  by  chance ;  they  are  all  divinely  appointed  or  per- 
mitted. View  them  aright,  and  they  shall  work  together 
for  your  good.  Let  a  sense  of  danger,  or  a  feeling  of  alarm, 
be  regarded  as  a  signal  to  hasten  to  Him  who  is  a  shelter 
and  a  strong  tower,  a  sure  refuge,  and  a  quiet  resting- 
place.  If  He  has  washed  you  from  your  sins  in  his  own 
blood,  may  you  not  fully  believe  that  He  will  preserve  you, 
and  bring  you  safely  to  his  heavenly  kingdom  ?  He  is  able 
to  save  to  the  uttermost,  and  your  own  experience  may 
remind  you  of  his  willingness ;  for  have  you  ever  fled  for 
refuge  to  him,  and  failed  of  finding  protection,  support,  or 
provision?  Has  He  ever  cast  you  out — have  you  ever 
sought  his  face  in  vain  ? 

Then,  while  some  are  shutting  their  eyes  against  trouble, 
and  hardening  their  hearts  under  affliction,  and  others 
again  are  overwhelmed  with  terror,  do  you  calmly  rest  on 
Him  who  has  said,  "  Call  upon  me  in  the  time  of  trouble ;" 
and  who  has  added,  "  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
glorify  me." 

III.  The  text  in  the  third  place  intimates,  that  the 
goodness,  and  protection,  and  favour  of  God  is  limited  to  a 
certain  class  of  characters,  and  I  proceed  now,  as  proposed, 
to  notice  who  they  are  that  find  the  Lord  to  be  a  strong 
hold  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  in  a  special  manner  expe- 
rience his  goodness.  It  is  said,  He  knoweth  them  that 
trust  in  him.  That  is,  He  recognises,  and  accepts,  and 
blesses  those  that  exercise  living  faith  in  Him.  The  bless- 
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ings  we  have  been  speaking  of  are  the  portion  of  believers, 
and  of  believers  only.  They  belong  to  those  who  truly  trust 
in  the  Lord;  who  have  the  faith  of  God's  elect.  Mark 
this,  beloved  brethren,  for  God  forbid  that  we  should  say, 
Peace,  peace,  where  there  is  no  peace.  It  is  a  most  awful 
thing  for  a  minister  of  Christ  to  lull  his  hearers  into  a  false 
security,  to  cradle  them  in  self-delusion,  till  they  sleep  in 
error  and  wake  up  in  misery.  It  is  to  believers  the  Lord  is 
emphatically  good,  it  is  to  believers  He  is  a  strong  hold  in 
time  of  trouble.  Are  you  a  believer  ?  Are  you  truly  trust- 
ing in  the  Lord?  The  life  that  you  are  now  living,  is  it  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God  ?  Have  you  come  as  a  penitent 
sinner,  and  laid  your  hand  upon  the  head  of  Christ  the 
great  atoning  Sacrifice,  and  confessed  over  Him  your  trans- 
gressions, and  implored  the  mercy  his  death  has  purchased, 
and  sought  the  purification  his  Holy  Spirit  accomplishes  ? 
and  are  you  one  with  Christ,  living  upon  Him,  abiding  in 
Him,  feeding  on  Him,  and  devoted  to  Him  ?  The  Lord 
knoweth  whether  you  are  thus  feeling  and  acting  or  not. 
He  knows  them  that  trust  in  Him,  He  distinguishes  them 
from  all  other  characters.  They  may  be  writing  bitter 
things  against  themselves,  or  they  may  be  including  in  their 
numbers  some  who  have  no  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter,  but 
the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his,  He  calleth  them  all  by 
their  names,  and  He  knows  them,  to  bless  them ;  as  it  is  in 
the  first  Psalm,  "  The  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righ- 
teous." Especially  does  He  know  their  path  when  their 
soul  is  overwhelmed.  He  knows  the  way  they  take  to  find 
comfort  and  support  and  safety.  He  knows  their  soul  in 
adversity,  sympathizes  with  them  in  their  sufferings,  and 
delivers  them  out  of  all  their  afflictions. 

There  is  not  an  individual  believer,  be  his  lot  ever  so 
humble,  his  case  ever  so  destitute,  but  the  eye  of  the  Lord 
is  over  him,  and  God's  ears  are  open  to  his  prayers.  Cheer- 
ing thought  for  you,  my  poorer  hearers ;  to  yourselves  you 
may  feel  destitute,  lonely,  forsaken,  but  the  Lord  careth  for 
you,  if  you  are  really  trusting  in  him.  To  every  such 
character  the  Lord  looks,  and  has  respect  to  him.  His 
fellow-  creatures  may  overlook  him.  They  may  be  ignorant 
of  him.  They  may  disregard  and  pass  him  by,  but  he  is  an 
object  of  lively  interest  with  God.  The  Lord  bears  with 
the  infirmities,  and  provides  for  the  wants,  and  accepts  the 
services  of  all  who  truly  confide  in  him  as  a  reconciled 
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God  and  Father  in  Christ  Jesus.  He  sees  them  struggling 
with  distrust,  and  helps  their  unbelief.  He  marks  them  as 
they  flee  to  the  strong  hold,  and  he  enables  them  to  run 
and  not  be  weary ;  and  when  they  reach  the  place  of  safety 
the  Lord  shuts  them  in.  He  beholds  them  surrounded  by 
danger,  and  spreads  over  them  the  shield  of  protection, 
covering  them  with  his  feathers,  and  rendering  them  safe 
even  from  fear  of  evil.  He  gives  them  all  things  richly  to 
enjoy,  and  supplies  all  their  need  according  to  his  riches  in 
glory  by  Christ  Jesus,  till  they  exclaim  with  astonishment 
and  delight,  Oh !  how  great  is  thy  goodness  which  thou 
hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee,  which  thou  hast 
wrought  for  them  that  trust  in  thee  before  the  sons  of  men. 
And  then,  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  relying 
securely  on  the  Divine  promise,  and  experiencing  hourly 
the  Divine  support,  they  are  careful  for  nothing,  but  in 
every  thing,  by  prayer  and  supplication  with  thanks- 
giving, they  make  known  their  requests  unto  God, 
"while  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing, keeps  their  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus." 
Now,  brethren,  is  there  not  in  all  this  something  peculi- 
arly cheering  and  supporting  to  the  soul  ?  Is  it  not  enough 
to  shed  a  holy  composure,  a  sweet  serenity  of  spirit  over  the 
soul,  to  be  assured  that  the  Lord  knowethus  in  all  our  ways, 
afflictions,  and  wants ;  knows  us  as  the  objects  of  his  ten- 
derest  affection,  as  the  purchased  possession  of  his  own  be- 
loved Son,  as  the  heirs  of  his  eternal  kingdom  and  glory. 
Yes  !  only  realize  this  to  yourselves,  and  every  fear  will  be 
removed,  every  affliction  will  be  alleviated,  and  you  will  re- 
joice evermore,  rejoice  even  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory. 

Let  me  then,  in  conclusion,  invite  all  who  hear  me  this 
day,  to  seek  to  know  the  Lord,  and  then  encourage  those 
who  do  know  him  to  put  their  trust  in  him.  Beloved  bre- 
thren, I  call  upon  you,  one  and  all,  to  seek  a  saving  know- 
ledge of  God  in  Christ,  as  good  and  gracious,  and  as  a  secure 
refuge  to  your  souls.  Unless  you  are  brought  to  this  know- 
ledge, your  condition  is  one  of  imminent  danger;  the  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  you,  and  if  you  experience  the  furiousness 
of  that  wrath,  you  will  perish  for  evermore.  No  wonder  if 
at  one  moment  you  are  full  of  anxious  alarm,  lest  death 
should  overtake  you  unawares;  and  then  again,  you  become 
careless,  trifling,  and  indifferent.  No  wonder  that  at  times 
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you  dread  "the  Divine  vengeance,  and  at  times  presume 
upon  the  Divine  goodness.  Oh !  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord, 
and  his  goodness  may  lead  you  to  repentance.  Knowing  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord,  you  may  be  persuaded  to  accept  his 
mercy ;  and  then  you  will  be  quiet  from  fear  of  evil.  An 
interest  in  Christ  will  powerfully  operate  in  calming  all  your 
fears,  and  in  giving  you  confidence,  even  in  the  midst  of 
alarm  or  danger.  The  true  Christian  is  not  callous  to  these 
things,  but  he  reposes  on  the  love  of  his  heavenly  Father, 
and  trusts  in  the  faithfulness  of  his  covenant  engagements  ; 
he  is  alive  to  the  danger,  but  knows  where  his  safety  lies. 

Lastly,  let  me  encourage  believers  to  exercise  the  privi- 
lege of  trusting  in  the  Lord  fully,  and  at  all  times.     Prove 
that  you  know  how  good  the  Lord  is.     Manifest  your  belief 
in  the  security  he  affords  by  taking  refuge  beneath  it.  Show 
that  you  are  among  those  whom  he  knows  and  loves,  by  de- 
lighting yourself  in  him,  and  being  at  peace.     What  have 
you  to  fear  ?     Affliction  ?     I  have  lately  seen  the  chamber 
of  affliction  irradiated  with  a  beam  of  glory  as  bright  as  ever 
met  mortal  eyes, — truly  it  was  just  on  the  verge  of  heaven. 
This  was  the  result  of  lively  faith   in  the  goodness  and 
faithfulness    of    God.      And    why    should    not    affliction 
bring    the   same   happiness   to    your   soul   also?      What 
have  you  to  fear?     Death!     Christ  to  the  believer  hath 
abolished  death.     It  is  a  departure,  a  translation,'  the  en- 
trance on  the  life  immortal.     Will  you  fear  your  kindest 
friend?     What  have  you  to  fear?     Nothing!  nothing  but 
sin ;  and  against  that  you  have  a  preservative  in  Christ. 
Live,  then,  near  your  Saviour,  and  rejoice  in  Him  all  the  day 
long.     The  memorials  of  his  dying  love  are  now  before  you, 
come  and  partake  of  them,  with  thankfulness  and  joy,  and 
whether  your  next  spiritual  feast  be  on  earth  or  in  heaven, 
enjoy  that  to  which  you  are  here  invited,  and  testify  that 
"  the  Lord  is  good,  a  strong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and 
He  knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." 
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